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Extending Project Passport


Genesis and Goals of the Project

The goal of Extending Project Passport is to build upon the success of the original Project Passport.  Project Passport was designed to improve recognition and enforcement of orders of protection within and between states and tribes by encouraging states and tribes to adopt a recognizable first page for orders of protection (i.e., by including common elements and format).  The model template for this first page was originally developed through a regional effort that Kentucky led with its seven surrounding states, beginning in 2000. The Southeast Expansion subsequently launched a similar initiative, led by Alabama with seven of its neighboring states and tribes. 

Two Extending Project Passport western regional meetings held in 2004 and 2005 introduced the model template to another 16 states, multiple tribes in that region, and three U.S. territories. A final regional Passport initiative in 2007 introduced the recognizable first page template to an additional 17 states and numerous tribes in the Northeast and Great Lakes areas, Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands.  More than half of the U.S. states (approximately 35 states to date) have adopted the model template into their orders of protection; others are actively in the process. 

The National American Indian Court Judges Association (NAICJA) is a partner in this initiative, has passed a formal resolution supporting Project Passport, and encourages its members and tribal courts to participate in all Project Passport-related efforts. A growing number of tribes have either adopted, or are considering adopting, the model template first page for their tribal protection orders.  Tribes in Alabama, Arizona, California, Idaho, Michigan, Montana, Nebraska, New Mexico (including the Navajo Nation), North Dakota, Oklahoma, and Washington have adopted the model template.  Others considering its adoption include tribes in Alaska, Connecticut, Mississippi, North Carolina, Utah, Wisconsin, Wyoming and additional tribes in New Mexico. 

The critical aspects of the model template for the first page are common data elements identified by multidisciplinary teams as being essential for verifying a protection order's validity and properly identifying presenting parties at the point of enforcement.  If this essential data is not readily available and easily recognizable on an order of protection, securing the safety of a domestic violence survivor (and possibly others at the scene) can be in jeopardy.  The need for consistency and recognizability is heightened for "foreign protection orders" (i.e., protection orders issued in another jurisdiction outside of the enforcing jurisdiction).  The template is a practical mechanism for strengthening full faith and credit across jurisdictions and enlarging the safety net for domestic violence survivors - regardless of where they live or where the protection order was issued. 

Extending Project Passport also encourages electronic data and information sharing using established national data standards to improve the comparability and accessibility of protection order data across jurisdictions.  The use of electronic information exchange models has the potential to create an environment in which data can be easily exchanged between various court case management systems, justice system agencies, protection order registries, and the National Crime Information Center Protection Order File. For those interested in the potential to enhance electronic sharing of protection order data, an IEPD (Information Exchange Package Documentation) has been developed for the model template. 


Legacy Building: The Passport TA Project

As states and tribes continue to develop and implement a recognizable first page for their protection orders, the NCSC and its partners continue to provide technical assistance and training on issues related to full faith and credit and enforcement of protection orders to multidisciplinary state and tribal representatives to support their implementation and enforcement efforts.   A Passport website will provide legacy documentation on the project, as well as relevant and timely information on implementing Passport and related topics, such as federal firearms laws, full faith and credit, and tribal-state collaboration.  The project in 2010 also convened two regional meetings (Northeast and Southwest) specifically focused on state and tribal court collaboration on full faith and credit, protection order enforcement and related issues.  The project partners continue to respond to specific requests for technical assistance from states, tribes and territories that currently are or anticipate working toward Passport implementation or on related topics.

Project Team Dynamics

This collaborative effort builds upon the Regional Meetings on Full Faith and Credit convened by the National Center for State Courts in partnership with the National Center on Protection Orders and Full Faith and Credit (NCPOFFC), the National Criminal Justice Association (NCJA), the Conference of State Court Administrators (COSCA), and the Conference of Chief Justices (CCJ).  Extending Project Passport partners include the NCPOFFC, NCJA, COSCA, and CCJ, the National American Indian Court Judges Association (NAICJA), and the Alabama Coalition Against Domestic Violence (ACADV), the New Mexico Tribal-State Judicial Consortium and the Mashantucket-Pequot Tribal Nation and Tribal Court (hosts of the two regional tribal-state forums).

Contact Information

	For more information about this project, please contact Denise O. Dancy, Project Director at the National Center for State Courts: 757-259-1593 or ddancy@ncsc.org .
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