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I Management of Legal Financial Obligations Measur� 

Definition: The percentage of cases in which legal financial obligations are fully met. 

Purpose: 

Method: 

Integrity and public trust in 
the administration of justice 
depend in part on how and 
how well court orders are 
observed and enforced. In 
the context of legal financial 
obligations, courts seek 
to manage compliance to 
maximize a defendant's ability 
to successfully meet those 
obligations. In particular, 
restitution for crime victims and 
accountability for enforcement 
of sanctions imposed on 
offenders are issues of in tense 
public interest and concern. 
The focus of this measure 
is on the extent to which a 
court successfully manages the 
enforcement of court orders 
requiring payment of legal 
financial obligations. 

Financial obligations include 
\. 

Why only measure legal financial obligations in 
misdemeanor and traffic infraction cases? 

• All courts with criminal iurisdiction process cases involving fees, 

fines, and restitution. 

• Every iurisdiction has at least one criminal court. 

• Responsibility for financial accounting in child support and 

other civil matters is not universally accepted or administered as 

a core function of courts across the states. 

Why only measure compliance in misdemeanor and 
traffic infraction cases? 

• Ensuring that defendants comply with court orders regarding 

fines, fees, and restitution is an essential activity of all courts 

with misdemeanor and traffic iurisdiction. 

• Most court orders creating legal financial obligations originate 

in criminal courts, specifically with respect to traffic infractions, 

traffic misdemeanors, and non-traffic misdemeanors. 

• Due dates are likely to be clearly established and fall within 

one year from the date they are ordered, making compliance 

measurable. 

child support, civil damage awards, traffic fines, and LFOs in criminal cases. However, state 
courts vary in their responsibility for and control over the full range of monies ordered 
and received. Therefore, to keep this measure broadly applicable and feasible, the focus 
is on fees, fines, and restitution in traffic infraction, traffic misdemeanor, and non-traffic 
misdemeanor cases. Once understood and in place for these cases, similar measurement 
methods could be applied to other relevant types of legal financial obligations. 

The focus here is on the percentage of cases in which defendants fully meet their legal 
financial obligations, by whatever means (for example, payment, community service, 
or completion of a court-ordered program). The measure assesses how well the court is 
managing enforcement of judicial orders and ensuring successful compliance with legal 
financial obligations imposed by those orders. 

The results of this measure should be reviewed on a regular basis ( e.g., monthly, quarterly, 
annually). If reviewed regularly, the court can establish baselines, set performance goals, 
observe trends as they develop, and aggregate the data for annual reporting. 

The first task is to compile a list of all traffic, traffic misdemeanor, and non-traffic 
misdemeanor cases in which 1) a fee, fine, and/or restitution was ordered and 2) the 
due date for fulfillment of that financial obligation falls within the reporting period. The 
term legal financial obligation (LFO) here includes all financial obligations associated 
with traffic, traffic misdemeanor, and non-traffic misdemeanor cases, regardless of local 
terminology and practice ( e.g., fines, fees, assessments, restitution, etc.). Fulfillment of a 
LFO is meant to include all forms through which the obligation can be met, including, 
but not limited to, community service, payment, completion of a relevant, court-approved 
program (for example, obtaining a GED, counseling, or a driver's license), or credit for 
jail time served. 








	CourTool_Measure7b_pages_2_10_17_Page_1
	CourTool_Measure7b_pages_2_10_17_Page_2
	CourTool_Measure7b_pages_2_10_17_Page_3
	CourTool_Measure7b_pages_2_10_17_Page_4

