CIVICS
EDUCATION
6TH
ANNUAL ESSAY CONTEST
SHOULD THERE BE LIMITS TO FREE SPEECH?
WHY OR WHY NOT?
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HIGH SCHOOL WINNERS
AVERY DIMARIA, 10TH GRADE
1st place

Every challenge to our First Amendment rights destroys an opportunity for
our nation to evolve. The Founders created the legal system based on the
freely expressed will of its citizens. In this they intended precedent, not
general restriction, to define ethical standards specific to circumstance.
Justice Douglas reasoned in Terminiello v. City of Chicago that free speech
pacifies the public. It encourages truth. Prejudice and political immaturity
can only be overcome if we can recognize their true origins, not hide them.
Effective solutions come from real sentiments, not disingenuous ideology.
We learn from experience, not from preemptive censorship.

RYAN LASLOUDJI, 10TH GRADE

2nd place

When the Founding Fathers added free speech to the Constitution, they
knew it was pivotal in American democracy. Any limits on speech here in
America would be repeating the mistakes I saw happen at my birthplace.
I was born in Algeria; however, I am lucky enough to be an American
citizen and be guaranteed freedoms of speech Algerians aren't. No one
there speaks out against the corrupt government, failing economy, or
eighty year old president in power since the nineties. Not because they
don't want to, but because they fear consequences. By limiting free
speech over time, Algeria has lost it.

TINA ZHENG, 10TH GRADE
3rd place

Without limits causes the mind to go astray.
They say mean and hurtful things,
they say it is their privilege,
they tell me it is their opinion.
Is it an opinion if it causes me harm?
if it puts me down for no reason
The government can’t punish you for your words,
but the people can.
Say all you want
But respect others opinions
Free opinions that are floating around don’t entice the mind
Hateful thoughts shouldn't be defended by this excuse
People demand freedom
For the freedom of thought they rarely use.

MIDDLE SCHOOL WINNERS
KATY SANDS, 8TH GRADE

1st place

Should there be a limit to free speech?
A restraint on what you can speak?
A restriction on a voice loud or small, or weak.
The right to free speech is a privilege, a blessing
But how far the freedom can go is worth addressing
Although everyone has their own opinion, mine is there should be no
limit to free speech.
As a country that rises above all
A limit to free speech would sure make us fall.
Every opinion matters and every voice deserves to be heard,
No matter what you think of it prodigious or absurd.

ALLEN FIEJDASZ, 8TH GRADE

2nd place

Free speech should not be limited. The existence of free speech is vital to
the health of the intellectual, political, and public domains. It is a key
part to our society remaining free and democratic. Limiting free speech
would only limit the scope of public perception, making it easily
controlled by institutional power. Having this freedom, however, allows
for the natural competition of ideas. This competition of ideas allows for
the most favored ideas to prevail, in true democratic nature. In the end,
free speech should not be limited, as it is a pillar of the wellbeing of our
society.

JUSTICE SENSEBE, 7TH GRADE

3rd place

The idea of having my right to freedom of speech be limited is a scary
thought. One of the greatest characteristics that our country is built
upon is freedom. Americans have an obligation to never allow limits to
be put on our thoughts. It’s free speech that continues to keep our
country to be so diverse in our thinking. Everyone has a right to their
own opinion and shouldn’t be silenced simply their own opinion may
be different from the majorities. Limitations on freedom of speech
would prevent some of the greatest ideas, solutions, and inspirations
of the future to evolve.

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL WINNERS
NICHOLAS BERNARDI, 5TH GRADE

1st place

A world with unlimited free speech would be crazy. Should I be free to yell
“fire” in my classroom or bully other kids? Free speech MUST be limited. It
should NOT be guaranteed if it harms others. Freedom of speech should
NOT be an excuse to express hate crimes. Bullying, threats, and picking on
others that leads to suicide are NOT what is meant by free speech. To
quote Nelson Mandela, "to be free is not merely to cast off one’s chains, but
to live in a way that respects and enhances the freedom of others."

HARUN RAYYAN SIDDIQUI, 3RD GRADE

I think people should always be able to say everything they want to say
and state important ideas if they want to change something. There
shouldn’t be limits.

2nd place

They should be able to say anything and everything they want to say. If
Abraham Lincoln and Harriet Tubman hadn’t fought for slavery, there
would still be slavery today.
If Martin Luther King Jr., Rosa Parks and Ruby Bridges hadn’t gone
against segregation, black people wouldn’t be treated fairly. That
wouldn’t be very good. This is why every single person needs to have
the Wonderful freedom of SPEECH.

HAVEN NGUYEN, 5TH GRADE
Cy_B_Bullie: LOL! I just posted your name, address, age, and all your
family’s info on my chat group! All my followers know you now!

3rd place

A_Kidd: That’s an invasion of my privacy! That’s put me and my family
in danger!
Cy_B_Bullie: I can say whatever I want! It’s my freedom of speech! I’m
also going to beat you up after school tomorrow!
A_Kidd: You’re threatening me now?
Cy_B_Bullie: Yup! You better not say anything either!
#1stAmendmentAbuser #wordsHurt
A_Kidd: That’s not fair! Freedom of speech should only be limited on
threats, invasion of privacy and freedom!

