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Overview of Interpreting  
 

 

 
 

United States Courts.  Federal Judiciary Careers: Court Interpreter. 

United States District Court, District of Maine.  Taking an Interpreter’s Oath to Heart. 

Open Learning Agency and Vancouver Community College. Ethical Challenges for Court 

Interpreters. 

Ken Strutin.  Interpretation and Translation Resources for the Criminal Justice System. 
 

California Courts. Interpreter Orientation: Working in the California Courts. 

New Mexico Center for Language Access. Court Interpreters Orientation. 

Washington Courts.  Court Interpreter Orientation. 
 

The Supreme Court of Ohio.  The Role of Interpreters in the Legal System. 
 

 

Courtroom Demonstrations 

Direct Examination.  Questioning in Court: Prepping the Defendant. 

Professor Wes Porter, Golden State University School of Law. Direct Exam I: Hosting a 

Conversation. 

Louisiana State University Trial Advocacy.  Opening Statement Demonstration. 

Cross Examination Style. Questioning in Court: Prepping the Defendant. 

The Secret to Successful Cross-Examination 

Consecutive Interpreter Practice 

Essex Superior Court, Salem, Massachusetts. Philip Chism Trial Prosecution, Part I. 

Essex Superior Court, Salem, Massachusetts. Philip Chism Trial Prosecution, Part II. 

Essex Superior Court, Salem, Massachusetts.  Philip Chism Trial Prosecution, Part III. 

http://www.uscourts.gov/Careers/CareerProfiles/CourtInterpreter.aspx
http://www.med.uscourts.gov/taking-interpreters-oath-heart
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=13Da4q91V8E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=13Da4q91V8E
http://www.llrx.com/features/interpreters.htm#ethics
http://www.courts.ca.gov/21714.htm
https://www.nmcenterforlanguageaccess.org/mop/
http://www.courts.wa.gov/programs_orgs/pos_interpret/index.cfm?fa=pos_interpret.orientation
http://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/JCS/interpreterSvcs/interpreterVideo.asp
http://youtu.be/I99imVCa4_Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xhDyphi8070
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xhDyphi8070
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2a4jq6Fp9Bg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fNkF0nGyHKQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4CoMZgAHBx0&amp;amp%3Blist=PLAD70B49E90A77E01
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YcsJCRGnInw&amp;amp%3Bfeature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6MyTl07yDTI&amp;amp%3Bfeature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mAGA5vnOv8M&amp;amp%3Bfeature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PPBpEDZXTIU&amp;amp%3Bfeature=youtu.be
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Test Taking Strategies  
 

 

 
 

Written Exam 

Synonyms and Antonyms 

English Maven. Synonyms and Antonyms Quiz 

English Club. Idiom Quizzes. 

The U.S. Criminal Justice Process: Definitions and Steps 

Free Rice, English Vocabulary Quizzes 

 
 

Oral Exam 

FluentU, Practice Tongue Twisters 

About Education. Reading Comprehension Dialogues 

Dialogue Workout 

United States Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit.  Oral Argument Search. 

Suffolk University Law School. Oral Arguments Before the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial 

Court 

TransLegal.  Lawyer-Client Dialogue. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k0RZMOQC33w&amp;amp%3Bfeature=youtu.be
http://englishmaven.org/Pages/Synonyms%20and%20Antonyms.htm
https://www.englishclub.com/ref/Idioms/Quizzes/
http://study.com/academy/lesson/the-us-criminal-justice-process-definition-steps.html
http://freerice.com/%23/english-vocabulary/1530
http://www.fluentu.com/english/educator/blog/esl-pronunciation-tongue-twisters/
http://esl.about.com/od/readingcomprehensionquiz/a/d_list.htm
http://dialogueworkout.blogspot.com/2009/03/dialogue-workout-61-to-80-for.html
http://www.cafc.uscourts.gov/oral-argument-recordings/search/audio.html
http://www.suffolk.edu/sjc/
http://www.suffolk.edu/sjc/
https://www.translegal.com/lesson/a-lawyer-client-dialogue-vocabulary-in-use-1
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Glossaries  
 

 

 

 

Maupin Taylor & Ellis, P.A. Glossary of Terms for Judiciary Interpreters. 

United States Courts.  Glossary of Legal Terms. 

New Jersey Administrative Office of the Courts. Essential Dictionaries for Court 

Interpreters. 

Superior Court of California, County of Sacramento. Legal Glossaries. 

TransLegal.  Legal Glossaries. 

New York Courts.  Glossary of Legal Terms. 

NOLO.  Nolo’s Free Dictionary of Law Terms and Legal Definitions. 

Vancouver  Community  College.  Multilingual  Legal  Glossary.   

MassLegal Services. Legal and Social Service Glossaries in Various Languages. 

Duhaime.  Duhaime’s Law Dictionary. 

State of Connecticut Judicial Branch. Glossary of Legal Terminology-Most Frequently Used 

Terms. 

Tennessee Courts.  Glossary of Legal Terminology. 

National Consortium of Interpreter Education Centers.  Legal Terminology. 

National Center for State Courts. Glossaries for 2010-2011 Test Development: Armenian 

(Eastern), Khmer, Korean, Mandarin, Punjabi, Spanish, Tagalog, Vietnamese. 

National Association for Court Management. Glossary. 

National Center for State Courts. Glossary of Commonly Used Court & Justice System 

Terminology. 

Lexicool. Dictionaries and Translation. 

The Idiom Connection. English Idioms and Quizzes. 

Foreclosure University.  Foreclosure Terms. 

http://www.nccourts.org/Citizens/CPrograms/Improvement/Documents/legaltermsglossary.pdf
http://www.uscourts.gov/glossary
https://www.njcourts.gov/public/assets/langSrvcs/dict.pdf?c=tA0
https://www.judiciary.state.nj.us/interpreters/dict.pdf
https://www.saccourt.ca.gov/general/legal-glossaries/legal-glossaries.aspx
https://www.translegal.com/reference/legal-glossaries
https://www.nycourts.gov/lawlibraries/glossary.shtml
http://www.nolo.com/dictionary
http://www.legalglossary.ca/dictionary/
http://www.masslegalservices.org/content/legal-and-social-service-glossaries-various-languages
http://www.duhaime.org/LegalDictionary.aspx
https://www.jud.ct.gov/external/news/jobs/interpreter/Glossary_of_Legal_Terminology_English.pdf
https://www.jud.ct.gov/external/news/jobs/interpreter/Glossary_of_Legal_Terminology_English.pdf
https://www.tncourts.gov/programs/court-interpreters/glossary-legal-terminology
http://www.interpretereducation.org/specialization/legal/terminology/
http://www.ncsc.org/~/media/Files/PDF/Education%20and%20Careers/State%20Interpreter%20Certification%202/Glossaries_for_2010.ashx
http://www.ncsc.org/~/media/Files/PDF/Education%20and%20Careers/State%20Interpreter%20Certification%202/Glossaries_for_2010.ashx
https://nacmnet.org/glossary.html
http://www.ncsc.org/~/media/Files/PDF/Education%20and%20Careers/State%20Interpreter%20Certification%202/English_Master_Glossary_02_2011.ashx
http://www.ncsc.org/~/media/Files/PDF/Education%20and%20Careers/State%20Interpreter%20Certification%202/English_Master_Glossary_02_2011.ashx
http://www.lexicool.com/
http://www.idiomconnection.com/
http://www.foreclosureuniversity.com/studycenter/glossary.php
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Spanish 

New Jersey Administrative Office of the Courts, Glossary of Legal (and Related) Terms and 

Courthouse Signs English/Spanish. 

Arabic 

Ayman Khatib, Khalil Ansara. Glossary of Legal Terminology English-Arabic. 

Chuukese 

Oregon Courts.  Glossary of Legal Terms for Multnomah County (Chuukese) 

French 

SIL. French/English Glossary of Linguistic Terms. 

Haitian Creole 

New Jersey Administrative Office of the Courts, Glossary of Legal (and Related) Terms and 

Courthouse Signs English/Haitian Creole. 

Ilokano 

National Center for State Courts.  Abbreviated Glossary for Ilokano Examination. 

Korean 

New Jersey Administrative Office of the Courts, Glossary of Legal (and Related) Terms and 

Courthouse Signs English/Korean. 

Washington Courts.  Glossary of Selected Legal Terms: English-Korean. 

Marshallese 

Marshallese-English Online Dictionary. 

 Polish 

New Jersey Administrative Office of the Courts, Glossary of Legal (and Related) Terms and 

Courthouse Signs English/Polish. 

Portuguese 

New Jersey Administrative Office of the Courts, Glossary of Legal (and Related) Terms and 

Courthouse Signs English/Portuguese. 

https://www.njcourts.gov/forms/11783_glossary_spanish.pdf?c=c0e
https://www.judiciary.state.nj.us/interpreters/glossary2.pdf
https://www.wicourts.gov/services/interpreter/docs/arabicglossary.pdf
http://courts.oregon.gov/OJD/docs/osca/cpsd/interpreterservices/chuukeseglossary.pdf
http://www-01.sil.org/linguistics/glossary_fe/glossary.asp
https://www.njcourts.gov/forms/11783_glossary_haitian.pdf?c=bmJ
https://www.judiciary.state.nj.us/interpreters/glossary2.pdf
http://www.ncsc.org/~/media/Files/PDF/Education%20and%20Careers/State%20Interpreter%20Certification%202/IlokanoGlossary.ashx
https://www.njcourts.gov/forms/11783_glossary_korean.pdf?c=QB7
https://www.judiciary.state.nj.us/interpreters/glossary2.pdf
https://www.courts.wa.gov/programs_orgs/pos_interpret/content/glossary/Glossary%20of%20Legal%20Terms%20-%20English-Korean.PDF
http://www.trussel2.com/MOD/
https://www.njcourts.gov/forms/11783_glossary_polish.pdf?c=vc4
https://www.judiciary.state.nj.us/interpreters/glossary2.pdf
https://www.njcourts.gov/forms/11783_glossary_portuguese.pdf?c=PMC
http://www.judiciary.state.nj.us/interpreters/11783_glossary_portuguese.pdf
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Practice Kits, Sample Tests and Recordings  
 

 

 

 

The Interpreter’s Gym. 

ChinaSona. Court Interpreter Preparation Class (Mandarin Chinese). 

National Center for State Courts. Self-Assessment and Study Tools. 

Prometric.  Sample Court Interpreter Oral Examination. 

Minimal Pair. Resources for Court Interpreters. 

Speechpool. 

New Jersey Administrative Office of the Courts. Resources for Professional Development of 

Spanish Court Interpreters. 

 

New Jersey Administrative Office of the Courts. Resources for Professional Development of 

Non-Spanish Court Interpreters. 

 

 

 

https://soundcloud.com/the-interpreters-gym
http://www.chinasona.org/programs-court-interpreter-exam.html
http://www.ncsc.org/Education-and-Careers/State-Interpreter-Certification/Self-Assessment-Tools.aspx
https://www.prometric.com/en-us/clients/california/pages/sampleoral.aspx
http://www.minimalpair.com/
http://www.speechpool.net/en/
https://www.njcourts.gov/public/assets/langSrvcs/courspan.pdf?c=izE
https://www.njcourts.gov/public/assets/langSrvcs/courspan.pdf?c=izE
https://www.njcourts.gov/public/assets/langSrvcs/cournosp.pdf?c=bHx
http://www.judiciary.state.nj.us/interpreters/resources.html
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Practice Sites for Idioms  
 

 

 

 

Learn English Today. English Idioms and Idiomatic Expressions. 

GoEnglish.  Pocket English Idioms. 

Kaete  Hester.   Understanding  English  Idioms.  SlideShare. 

American Interpreting. Idiomatic and Expressions 108 Module 4. 

American Interpreting. Idiomatic Expressions and Slang 105 Module 3. 

http://www.learn-english-today.com/idioms/idiom-categories/intelligence/intelligence1.html
http://www.goenglish.com/Idioms/Understand.asp
http://www.slideshare.net/khester/understanding-english-idioms-presentation
https://youtu.be/wySYtxvrgkk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i9SIVRPgD78&amp;amp%3Bfeature=youtu.be
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Additional Resources  
 

 

 
 

Written 

Alcaraz-Varó, E., Legal Translation Explained – Translation Practices Explained, Vol.4. 

Berg-Seligson, Susan, The Bilingual Courtroom: Court Interpreters in the Judicial Process (U. 

of Chicago Press, 1990, 2002) 

Dueñas-González, Vásquez & Mikkelson, Fundamentals of Court Interpretation (Durham, 

NC: Carolina Academic Press, 2012) 

Edwards, Alicia, The Practice of Court Interpreting (Philadelphia: John Benjamins, 1995) 

Gile, Daniel, Basic Concepts and Modes for Interpreter and Translator Training 

(Philadelphia: John Benjamins, 1995) 

Jones, Roderick, Conference Interpreting Explained (Manchester: St Jerome, 1998) 

Mikkelson, Holly, Introduction to Court Interpreting (Manchester, UK: St. Jerome 

Publishing 2000) 

Newmark, Peter, A Textbook of Translation (Longman, 1988) 

Rozan, Jean-François, Note-taking in Consecutive Interpreting (Tertium: 2005). *English 

translation of the original. 

 

 
Online 

Interpreter Training Resources 
 
 

Note-Taking 

Rozan, Jean Francois.  Note-Taking in Consecutive Interpreting. (Geneve: Georg, 1956) 

Interpreter Trainers.  Consecutive Note-Taking, Part I. 

http://interpreters.free.fr/practice.htm
http://interpreters.free.fr/consecnotes/rozan.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y-_5FheanaY


Professional Organizations  
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National Association of Judiciary Interpreters & Translators 

American Translators Association 

New England Translators Association 

International Medical Interpreters Association 

NAJIT Position Papers 

http://www.najit.org/
http://www.atanet.org/
http://www.netaweb.org/
http://www.imiaweb.org/
http://www.najit.org/publications/positions.php

