
FAMILIES AND YOUTH WITH COURT INVOLVEMENT  
RESOURCES AND PROCESSES TO SUPPORT SAFETY, PERMANENCY, AND WELL-BEING AND 

PROMOTE POSITIVE OUTCOMES FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES

SDOH  
(Social Determinants  

of Health)
STRATEGIES

Economic Stability  �See strategies from Families with Risk Factors

Education Access 
and Quality

 �Support for educational stability

 �Support for classroom re-integration after separation due to foster care

Healthcare Access 
and Quality

 �Specialized mental health treatment for adolescents

 �Coordinated case plans

 �Court-based services coordinator

Neighborhood and 
Built Environment

 �See strategies from Families with Risk Factors

Social and 
Community Context

 �Parent Partner

 �Support and subsidies for relative foster care

 �Foster parents as parental mentors/supports

 � Ice Breakers

 �Therapeutic foster care providers

 �Group home care

 �Residential programs for adolescents

 �Programs and technology to support active engagement of incarcerated 
parents in case conferencing, identifying kin, and permanency planning

 �Pre- and post-reunification services

 �Exit planning including safety plans

 �Respite services post-reunification

Equitable Treatment 
Under the Law

 �Judicial oversight of in-home cases

 �Legal representation at the first court appearance

 �Appropriate payment structures for attorneys

 � Interpreters

 �Teen spaces

The Upstream Model Domain

FAMILIES & YOUTH WITH  
COURT INVOLVEMENT



These are suggested topics for discussion and not an inclusive list. Reflect on if there are other 

resources that were not discussed or challenges that were not mentioned that should be included.

See Upstream for more information.
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FAMILIES AND YOUTH WITH COURT INVOLVEMENT (CONT.) 
RESOURCES AND PROCESSES TO SUPPORT SAFETY, PERMANENCY, AND WELL-BEING AND 

PROMOTE POSITIVE OUTCOMES FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES

SDOH  
(Social Determinants  

of Health)
STRATEGIES

Equitable Treatment 
Under the Law 
(cont.)

 �Children’s centers

 �Court-Appointed Special Advocates/GAL Programs

 �Coordinated court responses

 �One Family One Judge

 �Multidisciplinary representation

 �Case conferencing

 �Post-dispositional reviews 

 �Post-reunification reviews

 �Dependency mediations

 �Models of supervised and therapeutic visitation

 �Family treatment court or dependency court

 � Infant and toddler courts, 0–3, safe baby courts

 � Integrated domestic violence courts

 �Mental health courts

 �Virtual hearing protocols and technology

 �Services within court houses

 �Victims’ advocates available for court appearances

 �Post-permanency planning and reentry prevention planning

https://www.ncsc.org/consulting-and-research/areas-of-expertise/children-families-and-elders/upstream

