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Courts are the Most 
Trusted of the Three 
Branches of 
Government

66% 64% 61%
1977

(Yankelovich)

Percent saying they have “some” or a “great deal” of confidence in 
each institution.

Governor Legislature Courts

2018
2017
2016
2015
2014

60% 65% 76%
61% 57% 71%

58% 65% 74%
57% 61% 71%
59% 63% 68%
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Courts Critical Role: 
Guardians of 
Individual Rights

FINDING #2 Percent saying they “strongly” or “somewhat” agree that state courts 
are committed to protecting individual rights.

2018 2017 2016 2015 2015

70% 68% 71% 69% 67%

Percent saying they “strongly” or “somewhat” agree that the courts 
protect defendants’ constitutional rights.

1999 (Hearst)

85%
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Expensive & Complicated
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Courts are 
Seen as Slow, 
Expensive, and 
Complicated

“Respondents consistently 
expressed a belief that the entire 
legal system is designed to benefit 
itself, rather than the people it 
serves…”
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Lagging in 
Technology and 
Innovation

62% say that “efficiency in the 
courts” is a serious or very 
serious problem.
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Lagging in Technology and Innovation
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Judges Seen as 
Political

When presented with a list of potential concerns 
about the courts, this 
statement was picked as a top concern:
“Court decisions are influenced by political 
considerations.”



FINDING #8

THE STATE OF STATE COURTS 102014-2018: 5-Year Retrospective

Judges Seen as 
Political
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Judges Seen as Political

Qualifications/
Experience

Connections/
Political Influence

2014 2017

43% 43%

51% 53%

Judges 
are selected 
based on…

2017 Q: “Which statement comes closer to your own view: Judges in 
(STATE) courts are selected based on their qualifications and 
experience OR Many judges are there because of personal 
connections or political influences rather than qualifications.”

Qualifications/
Experience

Connections/
Political Influence

2014 2017

43% 43%

51% 53%

Facts &
the Law

Beliefs/
Political
Pressure

2014 2017

48% 50%

46% 47%

Judges
make decisions
based on…

2017 Q: “Which statement comes closer to your own view: Judges in 
(STATE) courts make decisions based on an objective review of the facts 
and the law OR Judges in (STATE) courts make decisions based more on 
their own beliefs and political pressure.”

Facts &
the Law

Beliefs/
Political
Pressure

2014 2017

48% 50%

46% 47%
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Concern About Racial 
Bias Abounds

57%

All 
Respondents

32%

African-
Americans

Equal justice to all?
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